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Family community faith love sharing
peace together group fellowship learning growing maturing fruit

There’s a saying that ‘if you want to
make God laugh then tell him your
plans’.  Only the most godly of proph-
ets would have been able to foresee
where we now are as a church as we
reflect on the events and changes in
2010.  We could never have planned
what has been happening.

The Lord has given us J-D Laurence and Kellie and the boys as a
special gift to the parish and we are appreciating their ministry
amongst us so much.

Simultaneously, our emphasis on reaching the 27,000 people
[Project 27] who live in this area and who use Aberystwyth as their
focus for employment, education and shopping has changed
radically.  Previously we were attempting to find ways of contact-
ing them but now we find that through our ministry in the Deanery
we have been able to give away some of our most able preachers
and leaders to help in the country churches around us.

The work amongst the homeless has flourished with more than 20
needy people coming for lunch on a Sunday.  Walk Saint David
was an extraordinary time of evangelism both locally and across
the diocese.  The number of candidates going forward for ordained
leadership is at an all-time high.  Read on and read all about it,
giving thanks to the Lord as you do so.
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Project 27 and our attempts to reach the 27,000 people who use Aberyst-
wyth as their centre for employment, education and shopping should now
be entitled Project 25 as we contribute substantially to the life of most of the
25 churches in the Deanery.

Here is Paul Wallace’s report on what’s happening in the Llanilar group of
churches.
‘I was licensed as a lay reader in 2006 and up to autumn last year, things
trundled along nicely and quietly, usually preaching/leading services once a
month in Llanilar and occasionally in St Mikes.

Last October that changed significantly.  The Deanery haemorrhaged clergy.
The Revs. Euryl and Ann Howells moved away, Brian Thomas retired and
John Livingstone’s long term illness continues.  A bold and radical plan was
needed and from 1st November services in the affected groups have been
maintained by teams comprising Ian Girling from Holy Trinity, retired clergy,
lay readers and the preaching team from St Michael’s plus current clergy
when they can manage.

These teams are maintaining ministry in Llanilar group, Penrhyn-coch group,
Llanafan Group and Llandre group. God in his way has answered our prayers
about Project 27, communicating the Gospel to the rural hinterland of
Ceredigion.

The people from St Michael’s involved are:
Dave Poole and Paul Wallace, lay readers, David Ceri Jones, Mark Ansell,
Josh Maynard, Miriam Lowe and Joel Barder who are Preaching Team
members, and most of whom are going forward for training for ordained
ministry.

There is always gratitude that services are being maintained.  I, and I
imagine the others too, miss not being in St Michael’s as often as normal
and sometimes as a consequence feel a little cut off from the St Mikes family.

Please pray for us that the Lord would cause us to be faithful to him and to
be fruitful’.

Lay reader and preaching teams
- by Stuart Bell
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Men’s Breakfast - by Amos Bewick

The first Saturday in every odd month is when the Men’s Breakfast
takes place. 8.30am in the Castle Rooms. A fine breakfast of the
cooked variety. Good conversation and then a ten minute talk about
something manly.

It’s the first Saturday of every odd month. Whatever the weather,
whatever the students are doing and whatever the speaker.

Alpha - by Richard Parkinson

Alpha is an introduction to the Christian faith.  The course runs for 10
weeks, and includes a weekend away.  The atmosphere is laid-back
and following food there is a talk, and then small group sessions
where people's questions can be discussed.

As usual courses were held in the spring and the autumn.  Between
the two courses, we had about 80 different individuals as guests,
some of whom we only saw the once, but most of whom attended
frequently.

Over 20 different people have been involved in the teams running
Alpha on a Tuesday evening.  With a typical Alpha evening lasting for
an intense 4+ hours, it’s a big THANK YOU to all who served on the
team.

We also want to express our thanks to those who continue to support
Alpha through providing puddings, prayer and £'s.
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NightLight - by Josh & Rachel Maynard

NightLight has continued to be out on the streets every Saturday
night from 11pm- 3am during 2010. We have seen God moving in
incredible ways throughout the year and it has been a very encourag-
ing project to be part of. We continue to be so grateful to our faithful
volunteers who give up so much of their precious sleep to be part of
this ministry. Relationships with the council, the police, doorstaff and
licencees have gone from strength to strength, with God doing more
than we could ever have hoped for.

We are now a familiar, trusted face around the town and people
automatically associate us with Christianity and the churches of the
town. We have also seen an increase in conversations about God
while out on the streets and people continue to be interested in
coming to church as a result.
We praise God for his continued provision for this project and look
forward to what he has in store during 2011.

“Inn on the Pier called us on the
radio because there was a girl being
sick outside. She could hardly stand,
wasn’t responding and was in a bad
way. She was staying with a friend
who was also very drunk so we
called an ambulance to sort her out.”

“Gave flip flops to a group of girls who were walking barefooted. They
were very happy that ‘God saved their feet!’”

“Mental last shift! Had a large mix of people wanting to go swimming
in the sea and rolling down the street in a shopping trolley. Also
hysterical lady needing to get to Lampeter. Epic!”

“Had a really positive chat with some cabbies who were amazed we
do this for free. Were able to tell them that we do this for God.”
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Homeless meals and food distribution
- by Elaine Jensen

The Hatch happens every Sunday in the Castle rooms and is a place for
people who are homeless or in temporary housing to get a good meal and
some friendly and caring company. We’ve provided meals every Sunday
since December 2009 and the numbers we cater for have increased from
about 4-5 every week to somewhere around 20!

We’ve made some good friendships and it genuinely feels like family as we
say grace and eat together around a nicely laid table and eat good food. It’s
been really encouraging getting to know our guests, many of whom are in
the care of Ceredigion Care Society, who run the Homeless Shelter and other
temporary housing facilities in Aberystwyth.

The work is not onerous: we have around 20 volunteers who work on a rota,
so generally people will serve just once a month, but more importantly the
people who come to the meals are genuinely grateful, polite and engaging.
We enjoy their company and benefit from the interaction and it really feels
like this is something God wants us to do because the people who come are
on His heart – Jesus loves the ‘stranger’ and asks us to do likewise (Deut
10:18, 19).

We thank God for those who come and ask Him to protect them and
provide for their needs. We pray that Jesus will make Himself
known to them and that they will know His peace and freedom for
themselves. Thank you for praying with us.

Food distribution: Each Sunday evening we take bags of food, provided
by caring members of the congregation, to the Homeless Shelter in Aberyst-
wyth. The Shelter has 5 beds available for people with nowhere else to go
and they completely rely on food donations and are sometimes desperate
for supplies. The Shelter is open to guests from 8pm to 8am, providing a
meal, a room, and breakfast. Then people are on the streets again until the
following evening.

We have good relationships with staff at the Night Shelter who are always
so pleased to see us! Please pray the Lord continues to use these
simple acts of kindness to witness of His great love and compassion
for those who are in need.
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Sunday Club - by Bridget Bewick

This time last year we reported that Revolve were joining us in the
Castle Rooms.  This initiative has been very successful.  We start
the session together for a brief introduction to our theme and then
divide into our groups – 3 Sunday Club groups: 2-3s, 4-7s and
8-11s; and the Revolve youth group – to study material that is in
line with what is being looked at in church.  We are very grateful
to Hannah Nelson for preparing this material for the Sunday Club.
As well as being together in the Castle Rooms, the youth also
contributed to the Sunday Club nativity this year.
Over the past year it has been wonderful to see the division
between youth and children becoming much less distinct as we
spend time together and as new relationships are formed.  We are
hopeful that this will make the transition from ‘children’ to ‘youth’
much smoother and less susceptible to ‘fall out’.
Each week we give the children a note with a summary of the
week’s lesson, the memory verse and some suggested discussion
points for the family.
I cannot praise highly enough our team of dedicated and enthusi-
astic leaders.
Thank God for our faithful team of leaders
 For the families who keep on bringing their children
 For Hannah’s talent in producing the material.
Please pray for our faithful team of leaders
 For the children and their families
 For Hannah as she produces the material
 For relationships built within Sunday Club, with other
 children, with leaders and with the youth.

with staff and children. over the four schools we have contact
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Praise God for His unending faithfulness:
·Volunteers who commit their time to nurturing the chil-
dren. The new people  who’ve joined us - including
some youth.

·The Lab with its growth in numbers and increased ques-
tions from the kids about God.

·Schools Continued open doors and eagerness from the
schools - staff and children. Having the opportunity to
tell hundreds of children about Jesus every week.

·Music and more continued steady flow of parents and
children and some even coming to church.

·SPREE our kids making commitments to Jesus, fun
had, relationships built and good food.

·Holiday Club incredible prayers answered, children giv-
ing their lives to Jesus (6 of them)

·Beach mission good team, good responses from peo-
ple of all ages.

·Stable trail incredible numbers, freedom to tell the real
meaning of Christmas to parents and children.

Pray for God to be glorified:
·Outreach whether one off events or weekly may they
point to Jesus, be inspired by the Spirit and be guided by
God’s will

·Schools to remain open to have us in and that children
and staff would be responsive to God.

·Volunteers remain committed to God.
·Future that the ministry would go in God’s direction and
follow his plan - Glorifying Him.

·Hannah to continue to adapt to working on my own. To
seek God first and put the knowledge I’ve gained
through college into action.

Thank you for your support and encouragement so far...

It’s exciting to see the ways in which God is working
in the lives of our children, please join me in praising
our AWESOME God and laying the future before Him.
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Youth Work - by Dan Bright

There have been several changes to the youth work this last year. The
main one of these has been the splitting of ‘  to two separate
groups –  and

 – Designed for young people who want to investigate the
Christian faith or develop their relationship with God. There is clear Bib-
lical teaching every week, worship and discussion time. This has been a
success as we have seen many youth grow in their faith and some
come to Christ for the first time or recommit themselves.

Youth Group – This is run on alternate weeks and is designed to pro-
vide a safe, welcoming place for teenagers to come, join in with activi-
ties and develop relationships with other youth and leaders. We often
see youth who are not yet ready for but would like to be in-
volved.

CIA – Our weekly lunchtime school group. The numbers for this aca-
demic year have grown from 4 to 12 and it usually consists of a game
and some Biblical teaching through various techniques.

 – Our Sunday morning group has been growing this last
year as young people begin to have a desire attend church. We have
been following the church’s teaching schedule. Revolve has integrated
with ‘Sunday Club’ this year proving to be a great success.

Soul Survivor – We took a group of 23 to Soul Survivor in 2010 and
there was significant spiritual growth as a result of this trip as noted by
many parents.

Also, a   has been set-up and is learning to lead worship
together. We had a successful recently and many youth
meet regularly with leaders in 1-to1 discipleship sessions.

Pray that:
� young Christians would be built up in Christ and continue to fol-

low Him
more young people would come to know Christ
the leaders would be Godly, Spirit-field role models to the youth
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Student Work - by Tom Lott and Mel Strange

Word Alive
We are once again off to New Word Alive this year. Last year was a
great time of fellowship, teaching and worship. We are hoping to take
30 students away with us this year to benefit from this up-building
week. Thank you once again to the church for the generous subsidis-
ing of the costs which allows more students to take part.

Weekends Away
Weekends away were another success this year. Heledd Job and Will
Gibbons spoke at the two weekends with the girls looking at ‘Image:
Free to be Real’, and the boy’s looking at what it means to truly
encounter God.

Mission
We had a good time in Porthcawl over the summer working alongside
a local church led by Tom Clewer, where we were able to serve the
local community on their behalf. We were able to equip and encour-
age the church in their mission to win people for Christ. We are
currently planning this year’s mission which will be taking us to
Newtown where we will be working alongside Adam Pawley, who is
curate at All Saint’s.
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Living Room Special
We are regularly seeing 50+ students at The Living Room, most of
whom are regulars, but also we are seeing more and more new
faces. We have had talks from Pete Marsden on Christian life in
Baghdad, Stuart Bell has shared with us how we go about discov-
ering God’s will, and David Ceri Jones on how to live as a Christian
at University.

Fruit
We have been encouraged to see people coming to faith, but also
really growing in maturity as disciples of Jesus Christ over the past
year. It has also been great to see 2nd and 3rd year students
rediscovering their faith.
God is good!

CU
We continue to support the CU in the work that they do at the
university. They have just completed their mission week, in which
many people have been involved in their follow-up courses. We
also continue to attend their weekly meetings and work closely
together on many other events.

One-to-One’s
This continues to be a large area of our ministry, in which we help
in the discipleship of many of the students, and also support and
care for those students who are going through difficult times.
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Home Groups - by Jean Morgan

Our groups continue to change and grow.
There are currently 25 groups, including Alpha, Beta, and Student and
Youth groups.
Since the last Review and Preview report, we have looked at “Searching
Issues”  - topics have covered making moral decisions, when does
human life begin, the place of marriage, same-sex relationships and use
of the land; just to name a few.  Then after that we had a long series
from the Summer right through to Christmas on “The Parables of
Jesus”, and we are now looking at “Twenty Basics Every Christian
should know” – which is looking at the things we believe: “What is the
Bible?” “What is the Trinity?” and “What is creation” are some recent
topics.
We have continued deliberately linking the Sunday morning sermons in
with the home group material so that the whole church could get a
flavour of what was happening within the groups.
We give thanks to the Lord for keeping us and leading us over the past
year, and pray that we can move forward as a church determined to
grow within the structure of the home group system. Please contact me
if you wish to be in a home group.

The Intercessor - by Jean Morgan

The church is called to pray for those in need and this is one way in
which we can do just that. We have moved away from paper copies,
to being almost exclusively on email. This means that we are able to
form a prayer chain when needs arise during the week.
We continue to receive prayer requests from further afield, with
people who have no particular connection with St Michael’s.
Thank you for your faithfulness in prayer: so many of them are
answered, and we praise the Lord for them.
The ministry is one which goes alongside the prayer ministry in the
church on Wednesdays and Fridays. It is done by request, so please
ask me if you would like to be involved.
Please may I remind those of you who are in this ministry that it needs
to remain confidential.
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Prayer Meetings - by Stuart Bell

The life and work of St. Michael’s is built upon the prayers of the
people.  There is an opportunity for early risers to come to the 7.45
am prayer meeting on a Wednesday when in the middle of the week
we cover the needs of the church and its people with prayers of
intercession.  Then on Friday evening at 7.30 pm we do something
similar but frequently with a special emphasis on our Sunday services
and the members of our St. Michael’s family who are serving the Lord
overseas.  The Wednesday morning meeting is followed by breakfast
with croissants, and not to be outdone the Friday evening meeting
adjourns to MacDonalds for a McFlurry from time to time!  We can
always accommodate more pray-ers at both meetings. There has been
a growing momentum in these prayer meetings recently.  Matthew
Poole once said, ‘When God plans a great work he sets his people
a-praying’.  Do come and join us.

Ministry Team - by Paul Wallace

“Back to the Future”

Each year I write how grateful I am for the members of the Ministry
Team, they are loyal prayerful and committed and I am very grateful
for them.  We have brought in a group of intercessors to undergird the
Ministry Team in prayer as we long to see the Lord heal people more.
Last year business continued as usual in that week after week we
prayed for people.

Healing in body, mind and Spirit is the emphasis of our ministry; we
are not a counselling team. We know some were blessed and encour-
aged after prayer, others we don’t know. This is the reason for my
sub-title.  We long to see the Lord do more amongst us so we are
going back to first principles. The guidelines we use for ministry are
based on John Wimber’s classic book “Power Healing”; over the past
few weeks, I have been re-reading the book and seeing what we can
learn and apply so that we can be more effective in praying for people.
That does not mean we ignore the Bible. Jesus is our role model and
the one who heals; Wimber was a fellow practitioner. Watch this
space!
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WELCOME TEAM - by Mary Walters

‘The effect of walking into a Church and having no one
to welcome us, can be quite devastating’  writes Geoff
Lucas.  If this has been your experience you know how
it feels, so to the best of our ability, we as a welcome
Team,   aim to give everyone as warm a welcome as
possible.   This often includes walking around after a
service and talking to the people who are ‘strangers in
our midst’.  We have the privilege of welcoming people
from many parts of the world and it is always interesting
to hear their stories and hopefully encouraging them too.

We do have a reputation of being a friendly, welcoming
and family oriented church which is wonderful, so
please as a congregation, keep up the good work!

New members are always welcome to join us and if you
feel that this is something you would like to be involved
in please do let me know.     I do want to thank the
present members of the Team for their continued
support and commitment to what we believe is a very
important and valuable ministry within the life of St
Michael’s.

Academy - by Stuart Bell

The Aberystwyth Academy of Christian Discipleship
continues to provide regular teaching on the Bible with
Peter Phipps giving an overview of the Old and New
Testaments during the year.  Also, once again the
Leadership Course has been offered, based on the
Growing Leaders Course published by CPAS.  Both of
these modules have been well attended.

There have been enquiries about running the course on
a full time basis once again, and this is being investigat-
ed in preparation for the autumn of 2011.
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Parish Visitors - by Hazel Morgan & Diana Whitehouse

Hazel says
Another year has come and gone, but the needs are still the same, people
just wanting someone to talk to, just to say hello and convey to them that
they really do matter and are important.  For me, it has been rewarding
to see how people open up and trust you a little more with each visit. The
pleasure they show is very genuine indeed.
Sadly, there have been a few deaths this year and that is always difficult;
but God is good and there have been many answers to prayers, in one
way or another. For me, this is especially encouraging. People are happy
for a time of prayer before we leave their homes. You just feel it's what
God wants you to do.

Diana says
We are indeed privileged to be trusted to represent St Michael’s in the
parish.  It is such rewarding work, especially visiting those in hospital.
People are so grateful to see you and do so value the opportunity to pray
with them. I find it such a blessing.  Of course I haven’t been able to do
as much this last year because of David’s illness.  But it’s good to have
Ruth Scott on the team now. We want people to know that we really are
available for a visit or a chat over a cuppa. Every thing is treated in
confidence. Do contact us through the office. All messages get passed on
to us.

Prophecy Group  - by Chris Adams

The Prophecy Group is a group which began over two years ago, and
meets on the first Thursday of every month, providing a safe environ-
ment to both test and encourage people in the gift of prophecy. We are
told in Scripture to earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, and so the purpose
of the group is to provide a safe environment to do that. People of all
ages, from students through to retired members of the congregation take
part. We occasionally receive teaching on the role of prophecy according
to Scripture, but the main element to each meeting is a time of listening,
where we simply wait on God and see what He has to say. We would
welcome anyone who would like to  examine this gift, or is simply curious
to see how the group works.  Please contact Chris Adams
(indiec@gmail.com / 07891 794 475) or Heather Read
(the5reads@hotmail.co.uk) for more information.
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Meals with a Message – Mature Munch
 - by Miriam Lowe
Meals with a Message are fortnightly dinners served in the Castle Rooms,
providing a warm and friendly atmosphere in which we present the
Christian good news to mature Christians and searchers in our community.

Highlights from the year have been our summer coach trip and strawberry
cream tea, the Walk St David mission team visiting in October, and the
Christmas message which was brought to us through the medium of
traditional songs and nursery rhymes by Dr Hazel Butler.

Our regular local speakers have been bringing us Christian encouragement
from the New Testament letters to the Thessalonians, reminding us to live
Godly lives and to be ready for Jesus’ return.

Numbers at the Munch remain strong, and we are very grateful to Aled
Morgan, Sue Thorburn and Veronica Allen who provide excellent food, and
to those who serve us by preparing and washing-up. “That was the best
meal yet!” has been the compliment of the year!

Aberystwyth Day Centre and Gerddi
Ffynnon - by Miriam Lowe

Ian Girling and I continue to take a monthly service of Holy Communion,
including hymns, prayer and sermon, at the Day Centre and at Gerddi
Ffynnon. Sadly, this past year has seen the funerals of a couple of
residents who were loyal members of the Christian fellowship at Gerddi
Ffynnon, but we have been pleased to welcome new residents who now
join us for the services.

We are also encouraged at the Day Centre, where we have regularly large
numbers of elderly people gathering for the service and we have been
invited by the clients and staff to stay for lunch. This means that we are
in the Centre for longer and are able to chat and get to know the clients
better than before. November 2010 was a particularly encouraging month,
when we held our Remembrance service in the main hall and all the staff
and clients joined us for the Act of Remembrance at 11 o’ clock.
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Worship Group and Choir - by Miriam Lowe

It was an excellent opportunity to be able to record Radio Wales’
Christmas Day service this year, into which both the worship group
and choir put a lot of effort. Although it was a cold day of
recording, the finished article was warming to listen to and
reached thousands with the Christmas message.

We’ve been delighted to welcome John-Daniel to the group, with
his wealth of musical experience and fresh ideas. He has taken
over pastoral care of the worship group and has been leading us
in a recent Bible study series looking at Biblical worship-leading.
This series, interspersed with fortnightly practices has been of
benefit to the group working well together in our Sunday services.
We’re now continuing that rhythm of study and practice with the
Basic Beliefs material.

The church choir, although smaller than in recent years, has
continued to provide a dimension to our worship that many
churches today have lost, and we are glad to meet each Sunday
morning at 10.00am to prepare for the service ahead, practising
four-part harmony for the hymns and learning anthems of varying
styles and traditions. We would welcome more singers who are
willing to help us lead worship in that way. All you need is a black
shirt and skirt or trousers!

We remain grateful for the dedication of our organists, sound and
vision teams, who enable us to worship freely in the style to which
we have become accustomed. Each member of the church body is
working well, making the body grow so that it builds itself up in
love. Please join us in praying for this to continue.
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St Teilo’s Trust - by Stuart Bell

Walk Saint David was arguably the most significant evangelistic mission in
the last 50 years in the St. Davids Diocese.  It was funded substantially by
the St. Teilo Trust and involved some 140 churches the length and breadth
of the diocese.  This was a bilingual and interdenominational mission which
has had repercussions throughout the area.  It produced new Alpha courses
in some places and larger than normal courses in others.  There has been a
complete change of atmosphere in many churches and a new sense of
enthusiasm for and confidence in evangelism.  Spread over three weeks and
involving some 350 evangelists, the impact has been life changing for many.

In addition to that there have been special evangelistic enterprises in Bala
and Goodwick.  The weekend visit to St. Mark’s Gabalfa was particularly
enjoyable with an Alpha launch including a seat at a table between a recov-
ering crack addict and a young Moslem woman from Kashmir.  Now there’s
a church doing the stuff!

Tearfund - by Eric Heyes

Thanks to your generosity in giving £3409.72 to the Haiti Appeal.
More than 250,000 people in Haiti have been helped by Tearfund in the year
since the devastating earthquake hit the poorest country in the western
hemisphere. It was a massive earthquake that hit the island, killing over
200,000 people and destroying up to 90 per cent of buildings in some areas.
Tearfund is still there working with partners and local churches, providing
seed for planting and training in construction skills. Jean Claude Cerin,
Tearfund’s Country Representative for Haiti, said, ‘This last year has been a
very difficult one for us here in Haiti. We started with an earthquake and
moved to a tornado, a hurricane, a cholera epidemic and finally ended the
year with a violent electoral process.  But through it all, we never felt alone
because of all your prayers, financial and moral support.’

The Aberystwyth Tearfund prayer group led by Siôn Meredith & Andy
Herrick, which meets in St Mikes vestry, is helping us to stand alongside
Christians throughout the world in praying to God on behalf of poor people.
(sion.meredith1@btinternet.com; andyherrick@madasafish.com)

Tearfund’s ten-year vision is to see 50 million people released from material
and spiritual poverty through a worldwide network of 100,000 local
churches.
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Created (formerly Tearcraft) - by Pauline Heyes

A range of Created products has been available on the sales stand throughout
the year. Catalogues have been distributed and individual orders met.

Thank you to the church at St. Michael’s for making a positive difference to the
lives of people overseas by distributing catalogues / selling Created Fair Trade
Crafts and purchasing Created gifts.

Created provides jobs and a fair salary for craft-workers from some of the
world’s poorest communities, helping them create and market products of the
highest standard. Created works with 19 partners in ten countries, including
Bangladesh, Thailand and Peru, all managed by Christians who are seeking to
apply their faith and their business skills to bring about lasting change in their
communities.

Every purchase makes a lasting impact and a positive difference so buying even
just one item is a valued contribution to the bigger picture.

Purchasing Created items through St Michaels also contributes to the churches
income and supports the work of Tearfund. This year ‘Created’ at St Michaels
has been able to donate £1000 to the work of Tearfund. This has been possible
because St Michael’s congregation and visitors continue to purchase fairly
traded, beautiful and useful gifts and jewellery, handcrafted by skilled artisans.

Thank you for your continued support and interest in bringing transformation
and fresh hope to people living in poverty.
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